The subject of this study was the Resistencia Nacional Moc;ambicana (Renamo) movement, its involvement in the Mozambican civil war, and the way in which Renamo was presented to the outside world. 
Renamo in the generally accepted literature. The study thus sought to present an alternative perspective on Renamo, one which explored the view that far from being a foreign invention, Renamo had in effect emerged from, and it could be argued was the political heir to, the Mozambican nationalism that had originally shaped both Frelimo and Frelimo's political orientation. Mozambique, Resistance and Freedom: A Case for Reassessment presented the view that Renamo could also be seen as being particularly close, and responsive, to a considerable section of Mozambique's largely rural population, a population that had become increasingly alienated by government policies. The work also examined why it was that Renamo came to be as internationally isolated, misunderstood and misrepresented during, and even after, the Mozambican civil war. Largely written in 1992 and 1993, it was published m February 1994 -several months before the October 1994 mUlti-party election m Mozambique. This election was informative in that for the first time ever, and in electoral terms which could not be disputed, it demonstrated the extent of the support for Renamo within Mozambique. In so doing, it undermined a considerable body of generally accepted work claiming the opposite.
Even before the 1994 elections, my book was able to compare and contrast academic, media, Mozambican government and related claims about Renamo with the reality of the situation in Mozambique as the country opened up to outside observers during the two year transitional period supervised by the United Nations prior to the elections.
Mozambique, Resistance and Freedom: A Case for Reassessment outlined for the first time, and in some detail, the academic, non-governmental organisational, media and solidarity network and its generally supportive attitude towards the Frelimo government, and the reasons for that support. Central to the work was chapter three, 'Propaganda, Myth and Reality'.3 This chapter was the first systematic study of both the propaganda used against Renamo during the Mozambican civil war, as well as the international structures which echoed and disseminated the Mozambican government's standard projection of Rena mo.
Any study of Renamo, and assessments of its political nature, composition, and constituency during the Mozambican civil war, however, was made difficult for many reasons. A major limitation of this study at the time was that anything to do with Renamo was surrounded by considerable propaganda and disinformation. 4 Eight years after the end of hostilities, and five years after the 1994 multi-party election, there is still a considerable amount of secrecy surrounding the recent conflict, and the exact nature of the full military involvement of Mozambique's neighbouring states such as South Africa and Zimbabwe.
A significant limitation of any work on Renamo was that much of the academic study of the 1977-92 insurgency had been shaped by academics and commentators who were either ideologically committed to, or publicly sympathetic with, the parties involved. There was also very little opportunity for field studies by academics, who were then reliant on previously published sources -which, in most cases, were clearly A related and equally significant problem was that media coverage of the Mozambican civil war, and Renamo's role within it, had been disjointed by the obvious limitations placed upon media outlets and journalists by the respective sides to the conflict. It was also constrained by the nature of guerrilla war itself. Much the same could be said about attempts to comment on events within Mozambique from a human rights perspective Additionally, there are serious doubts over the objectivity of some of the media coverage, particularly that concerning the Renamo insurgency,
given the political sympathies of several key correspondents. The fact that both the He found that despite any Rhodesian or South African involvement, Renamo was a
Mozambican movement with at least some level of support from Mozambicans.
Independent Visitors to Renamo Areas in Mozambique
In attempting to present a picture of those parts of Mozambique held by Renamo during the civil war, the study documented, for the first time in one work, the impressions and comments of those independent observers who had visited Renamoadministered areas of Mozambique during the civil war, and before the 1994 election.
It also recorded the comments of foreign observers who had been detained while in Of even more interest and value was the study's documenting of the impressions of those individuals who had been detained by Renamo. These included British journalist Nicholas Della Casa, who was held for eighteen months as a suspected spy, Kindra Bryan, an American missionary nurse who together with several other missionaries was detained by Renamo and spent three months with the organisation;
and Ian Robertson, a British agricultural worker whose agricultural scheme was attacked by Renamo, and who spent over 6 weeks with Renamo. As former captives of Renamo they were perhaps the most independent of the sources that could have been presented. They were also significant as had all been moved around vast tracts of The two instances mentioned above were interesting and informative. They were also unusual in that they were sufficiently grave for immediate, and objective, media and other attention to be focused upon them and for these allegations against Renamo to be found inaccurate. As the vast number of claims and allegations made against
Renamo by the Frelimo authorities were considerably less high profile, they tended to be reported as they appeared on the international news wires or from correspondents There came a time, however, when Renamo did realise that the way it was seen internationally was hindering a negotiated political settlement of the conflict, and it did begin to address, at least in part, the media issue as well as the need to have representatives overseas who were trusted by the Renamo leadership.
Frelimo and international solidarity structures
At least in large part because of its socialist orientation, Frelimo had from its earliest days the advantage of being able, as it were, to "plug" into international solidarity The study examined, for example, the work of Dr Ken Wilson, a noted refugee researcher associated with Queen Elizabeth House at the University of Oxford. Dr Wilson could not be described as a cooperante, and clearly stated that he saw himself as an independent resea:-cher. Dr Wilson produced several publications which echoed essentially second or third-hand accounts of Renamo, claiming that Renamo was a brutal and coercive organisation and that life in Renamo-held areas was punitive.
While not doubting Dr Wilson's integrity, my book did challenge his claim to be independent. The simple fact was that he had never visited any of the Renamo-held areas about which he spoke and wrote so definitively. His research had been in The Gersony report does not really qualify as a human rights report. There were other publications which did present themselves as human rights studies. Many of the same limitations on accuracy and material that applied to academics and the international media, however, also applied to those who sought to document and assess the human rights situation during the Mozambican civil war. In some instances it was the same people responsible for academic, media and "human rights" work.
One example studied in this submission was Conspicuous Destruction: War, Renamo had in effect emerged out of Frelimo, the study also examined the social dynamics which were reflected both in the physical makeup of Renamo membership and in the grass-roots support it enjoyed in significantly large geographical areas of
Mozambique.
The study also examined, for the first time, the nature of the information war fought within the Mozambican civil war, a war in which one side, Renamo, did not really participate, and which therefore projected to the outside world an almost exclusively Frelimo perspective of circumstances and events inside Mozambique. It was undoubtedly significant that a vast amount of the media and academic coverage of the Mozambican civil war, and the political situation in the country at the time, was written by "political pilgrims" ideologically committed to the Frelimo party and government. In this respect the study is useful and can be used to assess similar examples of a one-sided projections of circumstances and events within a civil war.
Events in Sierra Leone, I believe, may present a similar example of such circumstances.
I believe that academic scholarship failed in its assessment and analysis of the Mozambican conflict. Academic coverage of the Mozambican civil war, and particularly Renamo, was almost universally poor. This was at least partly explained by the fact that the field of Mozambican studies was dominated, at least from independence into the late 1980s, by writers who were often unconditional political supporters of Frelimo. There was also a related obvious disinclination by many academics and writers to challenge the "accepted wisdom" with regard to the conflict and Renamo. There were also, of course, the clear and immovable difficulties of conducting any meaningful field studies or research within Mozambique itself.
The study was also alone in its exploration of how the Mozambican civil war was prolonged by the propaganda imagery originated and projected internationally by the Frelimo government and its various media, academic and "solidarity" outlets. This served to internationally insulate the Frelimo government from reality -that is to say the need for a politically negotiated settlement of the conflict. There was also in any case the danger, as articulated by one of leading academics on Mozambique, that Frelimo had a capacity for believing its own propaganda. The danger of demonising one's opposition to the extent of then making it very difficult to then seek to reach an accommodation with that enemy was clearly illustrated in this study of the 
